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1 further stretching your resources? 

2 MR. NONEZA: Stretching in my -- from where I'm coming 

3 from is kind of a subjective word. As the capacity 

4 study itself states, it would be nice to have 

5 approximately three officers per thousand, the 

6 population. And one of the things I know about the 

7 Department is we try to be very adaptable to the 

8 situations and what resources we have to bear on 

9 a -- any given situation that we might be faced 

10 with. And yes, it will be more stressful. Yes, it 

11 will be more work, but that happens whenever you 

12 have a population increase. And we will do our best 

13 to address that situation with whatever we have, and 

14 at the same time we'll come back to the community 

15 and say the bottom line is we can't do it all. I 

16 mean, it's the public who's being aggrieved by 

17 whatever situation. They need to participate in 

18 whatever solution we can agree on to keep everybody 

19 happy in any particular situation. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: And my final question is do you 

21 foresee some kind of a need for a substation -- a 

22 police substation farther out in that area 

23 eventually as more and more people move into these 

24 areas? 

25 MR. NONEZA: I believe we currently have on the books a 
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1 district station in the planning somewhere. We're 

2 trying to find some land for it and stuff like that. 

3 We have little office stations -- I mean I call them 

4 office stations. There's some place an officer can 

5 go where forms are available and you can do your 

6 paperwork that are pretty visible to the public just 

7 in case they happen by and need to report something. 

8 We have one in the old Kenolio Community Center, we 

9 have Kamaole Point, we have one in Wailea, and yes, 

10 I don't believe we -- I do believe it would be nice 

11 to have something like that, and I do believe that 

12 the community, wherever that community is down in 

13 that area, will be happy because everybody, so to 

14 speak, likes to have our presence around. 

15 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you very much. 

16 CHAIR NISHIKI: Any other questions for the Police 

17 Department? Any last statements, Officer? 

18 MR. NONEZA: No, sir. 

19 CHAIR NISHIKI: Okay. 

20 MR. NONEZA: Okay. The Captain is --

21 CHAIR NISHIKI: Oh, Captain Miyahira. 

22 MR. MIYAHIRA: Actually I have one that hasn't been 

23 

24 

25 

addressed that I kind of expected to, and that's 

Civil Defense is not here. One of the concerns 

that -- as the Police Department is partially 
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1 responsible for is response to natural and man-made 

2 disasters. South Maui is a coastline community and 

3 we all know that tsunamis are way overdue. And not 

4 to say that on the decision that is before you now 

5 whether -- what impact that will have on emergency 

6 services, but it's just a concern that I think 

7 should also be considered. 

8 CHAIR NISHIKI: We will check with Civil Defense, Captain 

9 Miyahira, and deal with that. I don't think I've 

10 got them here today. But thank you so much. You 

11 know, the void that I see -- and I don't know, I'm 

12 asking -- I'm asking for help from my fellow Council 

13 members, is the educational void with schools in 

14 South Maui. I know I've got sitting on this Council 

15 to my left all lined up in a row three educators, 

16 and I don't know if you can help this area that we 

17 share with the State and what is occurring in this 

18 community in regards to the population with 

19 developments that are occurring. Any comments from 

20 my fellow Councilors? Go ahead. 

21 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Mr. Chair, just a general comment. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

What's going to really help us in justifying to the 

State the priority is the reports, just like that we 

just had put together, these analysis, these 

carrying capacity studies. If we as a County take 
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this to the State legislature as documented, 

researched, you know, and all the due diligence done 

and you go to them with all this information, it 

makes it a lot easier for them to justify the 

expenditure for the construction of new school 

sites. Now, without that, it's very difficult in 

the -- the ocean of legislation that they deal with 

every year to see or focus in on some priorities. 

And if we're able to go forward with things like 

this, it makes it a lot more justifiable on their 

part to -- to understand the needs. 

And so that's just a general comment based 

on -- what we have before us is the first of 

hopefully many that are going to come. I guess one 

of my questions I had to the Planning Department was 

I know you said that whenever we have projects 

you're going to try and have this in front of us, 

but you -- I think you mentioned a baseline or a 

minimum amount or how big or significant a project 

is, so I don't know if there's a number that you 

already have in your mind to determine what -- and I 

only ask that because in one -- in your six-page 

letter to us or the capacity study -- sorry. You're 

showing -- in the South Maui project you show 

anything from seven-lot project up to, you know, 
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1 hundreds and hundreds of units. And so I don't know 

2 if something that's significant for you to -- when 

3 you come to us and talk story to us and have a 

4 carrying capacity study in front of us, what's going 

5 to determine that baseline before you come with this 

6 kind of information. But that's my general comment, 

7 Chair. 

8 CHAIR NISHIKI: Any other comments in regards to the 

9 education area? Jo Anne, go ahead. Let me carry 

10 this. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: One of the things -- and I think 

12 this is for Planning, and perhaps it's possible that 

13 we could get this done or included in budget. Cost 

14 of community services would be really important, 

15 because in all these different areas, if we would 

16 know what the approximate cost is -- and I know that 

17 that data is out there so that we can at least look 

18 at, all right, what is the approximate cost for 

19 providing these kinds of things? Is there a 

20 budgetary figure tied to that? And I think cost of 

21 community analysis in all of these areas that we're 

22 looking at is really critical. 

23 CHAIR NISHIKI: Any other comments or question for Mike in 

24 

25 

regard to the carrying capacity report? 

Mr. Pontanilla, go ahead. 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: My question is directed to the 

2 Police Officer, Officer Noneza. Last night -- or 

3 yesterday, last night, today, and this evening we 

4 had a lot of people that testified in regards to the 

5 nudity at Small Beach. What jurisdiction does the 

6 Maui Police Department have in trying to curb nudity 

7 sunbathing? 

8 MR. NONEZA: That falls within the boundaries of Makena 

9 State Park. It's commonly called Little Beach, 

10 right at the base of Puu Olai -- Puu Olai, I 

11 believe. And it is their responsibility to police 

12 their area, and we would be happy to -- I guess 

13 I'm -- we could assist them if they so desire. I 

14 know at times in the past DLNR has gone out there 

15 and it's made kind of hit the headlines as far as 

16 their attempts to enforce the ban on nudity in 

17 public. So we're happy to help them in their area 

18 as we do the entire Makena State Park, but they have 

19 to take the lead on it. It's not our kuleana, so to 

20 speak. 

21 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: So that lead is with DLNR? 

22 MR. NONEZA: Correct. 

23 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you. Mr. Chair, I think 

24 

25 

it would be -- it would be helpful if we had a 

representative from DLNR to come at this meeting or 
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1 maybe the next meeting to address this problem 

2 because of the numerous testimony in regards to 

3 sunbathing. 

4 CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you. Staff, take into consideration 
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a letter to DLNR in regards to the concern raised by 

residents tonight, nudity at Small Beach -- Little 

Beach. Any other questions in regards to the 

carrying capacity study by Mr. -- by our Planning 

Director? Mike, any last comments in regards to the 

project that you have and recommendations or 

anything? None? Okay. 

We've got two other areas. Parks Department. 

I want to let the rest of the community that are 

here for this hearing know that the Committee will 

be addressing -- we've already addressed water. We 

still have yet to address affordable housing, 

traffic, archeology, parks, and drainage. Some of 

these we probably won't be able to cover tonight, 

but on Thursday, starting at 11:00, this Committee 

will discuss these areas. We will discuss also the 

project and make recommendations whether to pass it 

out. And I'm sure that many members after hearing 

testimony and also questioning the different 

departments will come up with perhaps conditions in 

regards to the different areas of concern raised by 
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1 the community. 

2 So for the Parks Director, you sent to us --

3 I think it was Glenn -- a recent communication in 

4 regards to based on the application. If we collect 

5 money in lieu of land, what that amount would be, 

6 and also if we collect land, what that acres would 

7 be. Can you please go over that? 

8 MR. BUCK: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chair. Our Department sent 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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your sent to you on March 1st regards to the 

request from Makena Resort. Basically kind of just 

give you a highlight. We're talking about the 1,528 

units that are proposed to be built, and the parks 

requirement for that would be 17.5 acres if they 

were to donate land. We have the option either 

taking land or taking cash. The cash equivalent, if 

they were to pay cash instead of donating the land 

will be 9.1 -- $9,150,000 as a park assessment for 

the 1,525 units at $6,000 per unit. 

The park equivalent in acreage would be 17.5. 

On the mast -- or on the community plan it's showing 

I think it was 31 acres, which exceeds the 17.5 

requirement. As the capacity study was passed out 

earlier, we are basically short of park land in the 

South Maui district, and I could testify by that 

being -- working down here the last 15 years, with 
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1 the number of tourists and the way the population is 

2 we're short of land. 

3 The -- taking land does pose some problems 

4 with the Department, as the maintenance of it. If 

5 we were to take the land from Makena Resort, then we 

6 would like to maybe come up with a maintenance 

7 agreement with the Makena Resort like we have with 

8 the three small parcels now, that they would 

9 maintain it for the County. If it was for us to get 

10 additional land, that it would require us to request 

11 additional manpower. Any questions? 

12 CHAIR NISHIKI: The -- you mention the master plan project 

13 description. What does the master plan that you 

14 cite here cover? 

15 MR. BUCK: In regards to the community plan that's filed 

16 for this project. The park calculation was based on 

17 1,528 units, 1,528 units. 

18 CHAIR NISHIKI: Okay. Any questions from Committee 

19 members in regards to Parks assessment? Jo Anne, go 

20 ahead. 

21 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yes, I know that we've gone over 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the numbers. With regard to the de facto population 

that I asked Mike Foley about earlier, do you -- and 

you did state that we need additional parks in that 

area, but we don't have the financial resources to 
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1 be able to pay to maintain them. You heard some of 

2 the comments, because many of the people say that 

3 even when the parks are created, that the parking is 

4 the problem. How are we going to be able to provide 

5 the kinds of facilities that people want when we 

6 have, you know, the kind of numbers we are looking 

7 at here, not to mention just the de facto visitor 

8 population that comes in? And how do you see us 

9 approaching that from your perspective as Deputy 

10 Parks Director? 

11 MR. BUCK: I think one of the areas to develop some of the 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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facilities that we need we would have to go in a 

partnership with some of the -- maybe the developers 

to provide the necessary parking at some of our 

parks, you know, also work -- working relationship 

as far as the maintenance of it. I think if we were 

to build with our existing parks now, that or in 

Kihei or the South Maui area, I think if we were to 

double or quadruple our parking we still would not 

have enough parking. And then also I think if we do 

increase the parking on some of our parks, I think 

it would be detrimental to our parks because it 

would cause overcrowding. 

So I cannot give you a real definite answer. 

There are many problems that are imposed. Yes, we 
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1 have lack of parking, but maybe that's a good thing 

2 for some of our parks where we have a lot of 

3 tourists especially. Kamaole I now with the 

4 time-share across the street, which they never paid, 

5 you know, one dime of park assessment for but they 

6 are impacting the park. Also the Kamaole II, which 

7 is a very small park, you don't need a lot of 

8 parking for that because most of the people who 

9 visit that park are from across the street or they 

10 like to walk from another project. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Do -- well, do you also think, 

12 too, that because we have both the State park 

13 system, welve got the County park system, that 

14 because some of the facilities have I guess, you 

15 know, been really called into question about their 

16 cleanliness -- and lid say mostly on the State 

17 parks, but I guess now they're trying to improve 

18 that. A lot of the facilities are run down. Do you 

19 think that that also causes additional encroachment 

20 or additional usage, I guess, occurring on the 

21 County parks because they don't have adequate 

22 facilities? 

23 MR. BUCK: I would agree with that. For example, going to 

24 

25 

Hana, youlve got all the State parks, but most of 

the people do not use those rest rooms, so that we 
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1 took Keanae, with a small restroom there, and it 

2 gets impacted. As far as our parks -- County parks 

3 down here in the south district, we have to remember 

4 where -- when -- when most of those parks were 

5 built. It's when Kihei area and Makena area was all 

6 kiawe. And maybe the -- lucky had a couple thousand 

7 people living down in this South Maui area. Now 

8 we're talking about 25,000. And, you know, most of 

9 our parks were built back -- back way when there was 

10 hardly a population. So most of the parks, like in 

11 the Kamaoles, you still have the two (inaudible), 

12 which you need to increase it, but then that's going 

13 to cost money. 

14 And then because of the hurricane damage in 

15 some of our parks back in the early -- the late 

16 '70s, does have an impact on our park because we're 

17 basically in the shoreline. So if we were to do any 

18 improvements, we may not be able to do improvements 

19 because of where the rest rooms are situated close 

20 to the shoreline. 

21 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: The other issue, and I know we've 

22 

23 

24 

25 

talked about this in Parks Committee, has been the 

access on the part of the disabled to both County 

and State parks. And I know that we're in the 

process of doing our -- I guess we've got some kind 
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1 of a settlement with regard to the handicapped 

2 prioritization of some of our facilities, but as we 

3 get more and more people coming into the areas from 

4 developments such as this, how is that affecting 

5 your bottom line in the parks? Besides providing 

6 the ADA accessibility and just in general overall 

7 maintenance of your facilities, you know, what's 

8 that doing to you guys? 

9 MR. BUCK: I guess I got to take that on a couple 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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20 

21 

22 

23 
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different approaches. When the population increases 

and the tourist base increases, and if you're,using 

the same facilities that you have every year, when 

you increase the use, you increase the impact. When 

you increase the impact, you've got to provide more 

maintenance. Without increasing the operating 

budget or increasing the manpower, you're basically 

going it's kind of an uphill fight the whole 

time. I think if you really take a - did a study, 

I think per capita per acre the South Maui parks 

probably got the highest per capita. West side 

would probably be pretty close, but west side does 

have more acreage than the south area does. So per 

capita the impact on per acre. 

Now as far as ADA accessibility, we are --

been trying to do that. We've been trying to work 
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with various groups as far as identified and 

advertise that those beaches are accessible. Unlike 

a lot of areas in the mainland -- and what I should 

say is a lot of people when they're asking for 

accessibility to the beach, there are people who say 

they come from the mainland or they visit from the 

mainland and they have accessibility down to the 

water. If you look at the type of facilities they 

have, they do not have the storm surge, the wind, or 

the drop in tide like we do. And I'll cite an 

example where as we put in a -- a run - plastic 

runway down Kamaole I and then the following morning 

when we came to work -- that night we had high tide 

and the thing dropped six feet, had a six foot drop. 

So it did not become accessible after spending big 

dollars. 

We have been talking about as far as 

accessibility to the water by maybe doing 

developing a program where we use like -- they have 

these mats that you can rollout and take them down 

to the water, but that would require some sort of 

program that provides the manpower to roll them out 

and roll them up. We have been talking about the 

ORAP, and what we're thinking about doing in some of 

our parks at some point in the future, as part of 
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1 the ORAP we may concession a couple of the parks out 

2 and part of the conditions of the concession that 

3 they would provide the program where they would 

4 assist us in the accessibility to the water. That 

5 would be part of the contract or the conditions for 

6 them to allow to have the concession in that park. 

7 And that may be the direction that we're going to go 

8 on some of these areas. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thanks very much t John. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
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CHAIR NISHIKI: (Audio difficulties). I know we're not 

going to have enough time. We're not going to have 

enough time to wrap up parks t and I already allowed 

Public Works to deal with drainage at Thursday's 

meeting. ROYt I want you to think about this t only 

because it has been brought up to uS t and perhaps 

you have the answer t along with Parks. We saw the 

Makena video. I just happened to pass Kamaole III 

this past weekend t no big huge birthday parties t no 

big church gatherings or anything else t but the 

entire parking area was consumed with cars. People 

were parking along the sidewalks t and then 

unfortunatelYt because people wanted to enjoy and 

there were many of my friends from Upcountry that 

came down t they were parking along Kamaole lIlt they 

all got tickets. 
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We saw the Makena video. We saw what happens 

at Big Beach and Little Beach. You have within your 

entire build out -- not your entire build out, 

entire land holdings it surrounds Big Beach, Little 

Beach, your sandy beach in front of your hotel, and 

Makena Landing. We have seen the deficit that has 

been presented to us in regards to 131 acres of park 

by the year 2005. We definitely know that parks are 

an important part of an infrastructure in any 

community. 

My concern, and of many others also, is the 

fact that when I look at that Makena video and see 

on a busy day at Little Beach and Big Beach parking 

is insufficient. We also know that in the history 

of Little Beach and Big Beach, we almost cannot 

develop any makai lands for parking there because a 

lot of that area is in wetland and we need that 

wetland to keep from any type of rain to use that 

wetland as a basic sieve to -- before that rain 

water goes into our beautiful Makena beach areas. 

You have within your areas, because you surround 

these areas, the ability to provide more parking for 

the general public. 

And for what I see, if this development were 

to go whenever, that all of this will have an impact 
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on the beach area and the ability for our 

communities and future generations to use Big Beach 

and Little Beach. The biggest problem will be the 

lack of parking. The beach in front of your hotel, 

the Big and Little Beach, and finally Makena 

landing, which Maile Lu'uwai says has very little 

parking. What you provided for us at Keawalai 

Church, again, in front of your beautiful white 

sandy beach there is insufficient for what we see 

this area built up to. 

I would ask you to look at some of that area. 

I know there's open space on the makai side --

excuse me, on the mauka side of Big and Little Beach 

that perhaps in the future we can use for the 

community to provide more parking for access in that 

area. We know by past that the parking for these 

beach parks are inadequate. So I would ask you that 

you look at this area perhaps to provide more 

parking for future generations. 

And this is not only your responsibility, but 

when I look at planning in this area, you own all 

the parcels around where people in the future would 

need for parking to get to these beaches. So as a 

landowner I ask for your kokua in looking at this 

and addressing this at our next meeting. 
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Finally, I am not proud in regards to the 

deficits that I see in this area. I am also not 

proud from the fact that when we talk and compare 

even with the kind of population that Honolulu has 

and the kind of park facilities that they have 

there, your Ala Moana beach parks, your Kapiolani 

parks, all along your Honolulu waterfront they've 

created all these parks, and I'm sure that Charmaine 

is most familiar, and many of you also, when you go 

down to the North Shore, Haleiwa, you've got all 

these beautiful, wonderful parks. You go to Wailua, 

you got parks all in that area. You go out to all 

parts of the North Shore, they've done a great job 

in providing parks. You go down to Kualoa there's 

parks, you go to Hanauma Bay, you go Waimanalo. 

God, I can think of -- you go to Kailua, you go 

Kaneohe, they've got all parks all along the ocean. 

We are in an embarrassing state, and so, 

Mr. Figueiroa, just for this area that when I look 

at the future and what we need to provide for this 

community, I ask you for your help in solving some 

of the problems. Because you are the landowner that 

has land surrounding the specific areas that I talk 

about. And so if you can look at this. Thank you. 

Any other comments from Committee members in regards 
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1 to parks? Jo Anne, go ahead. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: This is just in regard to the 

3 comment that was made by Kahu Maxwell in regard to 

4 our parks being loved to death. And I don't know 

5 that there's a solution to that, but also if you 

6 have any statistical information about -- because 

7 there's time-shares that are proposed for the area. 

8 They're saying that basically it's 100 percent 

9 occupancy. If we have an increase in the time-share 

10 traffic, will they, in your opinion after you look 

11 at this, be -- be using our parks? And you don't 

12 have to answer that now, but think about that, 

13 because we're going to come back to this, are we, 

14 Mr. Chair? Okay. So just think about what impacts 

15 are going to be created by the different facilities 

16 in here, and is that going to give our parks a 

17 chance to rest. 

18 MR. BUCK: I think the reason why they're building 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

time-shares around here is a destination Maui, and I 

think -- and you and I have had many comments in 

regards to that. What's our number one asset? It's 

not the sugar cane fields, but the beach, beaches. 

So it doesn't matter if it's a hotel, condominium, 

time-share that's being rented out or people are 

paying to stay over here, one way or another they'll 
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1 be at one of our parks. So if it's 100 percent 

2 occupancy, and especially if it's close to a beach 

3 park, guaranteed everybody who stayed a week at that 

4 condo or that time-share or that hotel is going to 

5 visit the park. 

6 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you. Thank you. 

7 CHAIR NISHIKI: Any other comments? We're running out of 

8 time and we've got to get out of this area tonight. 

9 The only comment I have is this. Yes, it is our 

10 responsibility -- this Committee's responsibility, 

11 but if any of you would like to kokua with us in 

12 closing this place, we're going to need some help. 

13 We have we got chastised for not cleaning the 

14 floor area last night. We left some of the waste 

15 receptacles with palapala and the Parks Department 

16 got on us. So if any of you here tonight would like 

17 to help us close this place, I'm sure that members 

18 of our Staff would greatly appreciate the kokua. 

19 And this meeting is in recess till Thursday, 11:00 

20 a.m. Thank you. (Gavel) . 

21 RECESS: 10:53 p.m. 
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6 I, Jessica R. Perry, Certified Shorthand Reporter 

7 for the State of Hawaii, hereby certify that the 

8 proceedings were taken down by me in machine shorthand and 

9 was thereafter reduced to typewritten form under my 

10 supervision; that the foregoing represents to the best of 

11 my ability, a true and correct transcript of the 

12 proceedings had in the foregoing matter. 

13 I further certify that I am not attorney for any of 

14 the parties hereto, nor in any way concerned with the 
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17 Hawaii. 
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